BRIEFING PAPER FOR TEE PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE 


- as 
Feorvary 7, 1953 


SUBJECT: Shivping Regulations on Cunan Trede 


Woe Ὃ, S. nas issued one part or its vrojected overeall 
regulations concerning shivs engaged in the Cuban ‘trade. 


5 
2) Waoen is it anticivated that the other three parts of tnis 


overeall frame will be issuec? 

o) What is holding up the issuance of these other elements 
of tne over-all plant? 

5) Is the U. 5. attempting through diplomatic or other means 


to “choke” off the shirment of strategic materials to Cuba? 

s esserted by practically everyone that the Cuban economy 
would grind to a nalt if an exbargo on Free World cil βου" 
ments to Cuba were to be proclaimed and effectively followed. 
Wnat is the U. 5. doing through diplomatic or other means in 
an effort to coring ebout such en embargo on tre part of 
free countries generally? 
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Even before the new shivving directive was issued, there were 
ccmments frem the American maritime industry ana others tnat 
the regulet 


jon would not be strong enough to bring about the 
freeeworld shinving to Cuca which they consider 


necessary to tighten the economic embargo.on the islanc regime. 


other three noints were tae 
BACKGROUND briefing in October: 
(1) Clos ports to all ships of any country if 

¥ ΣΦ that country cerries armas, munitions, 


é 
or military equimment to Cube. 


(3) Pronibit all U. 5. owned ships, whether or not uncer 
aU. 8. fles, Prom engaging in the Cuba trade.) 
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a) For some time, the cvolicy of tne united States bas been 

directed toward isoleting Cuba, while at the same time maxing 
Cuba more costly for the Soviet Bloc to maintain. Except Yor 
numenitarien reasons, no Americen ships nave gone to Cuca Tor 
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